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~ On the late Clerical Defections. 

We copy the following article from the ‘ Uni+ 
versalist Union’ of the 3d inst. It is from the pen 
of Rev. T. J. Sawyer, and is addressed we sup- 
poseto Rev. E. F. Hatfield,1, because he is-an em- 
inent Partialist clergyman ; 2nd because he is a 
great slanderer of Universalism, and has. charged 
the believers of that doctrine as being the abettors 
ofall sin ; and 3d because he wae one of the 
most intimate associates of the notorious and fil-| 
thy Rev. N. E. Johnson, editor of the ‘ New York 
Evangelist,’ a man who has attributed to Univer- 
salism every thing vile and licentious, and who 
has fallen—O how low!—We republish it, not to 
give pain to the fallen, but to warn those who 
have not, against such a fate; and to persuade 
them to abandon-a doctrine which leads its vota- 
ries to believe that they can rush into sin and es- 
eape the punishment of their deeds.—Edilor of 
Trumpet 





pet. 
Letter to the Rev. E. F. HWatfield. 
Rey. and Dear Sir:—The ‘New York Ob- 
server’ of the 15th ult., containing the proceed- 
ings of the Presbytery of Newark, N. J., in the 
ease of Rev. Nathaniel E. Johnson, late editor of 
the ‘New York Evangelist,’ was sometime since 
put into my hands, and as you may well suppose, 
occasioned me no little surprise and regret.— 
True, I had never entertained a very exalted 
opinion of that individual's piety or moral worth. 
Indeed, sir, | may as well confess to you frankly, 
that | have learned to hold in very humble esti- 
mation, every where, the virtue and godliness 
which are built upon the fear of hell, whether in 
individuals or the public, whether in the laity or 
the clergy. A somewhat extensive and careful 
observation has taught me that they are not to be 
trusted. The person governed by this fear may 


\t can never raise him to the dignity of a good 
man, tosay nothing of a christian. Still I was 
quite unprepared for such a fearful developement 
as has now been made of the character of N. E. 
Johnson. The crimes with which he was accused 
are astounding, and the circumstances so far as 
made known, are al! of a highly aggravated char- 
acter. He was charged with drunkenness, with 
visiting the worst part of the theatre, and with gross 
licentiousness. To all these accusations he pleaded 
guilty, thus showing that he hoped for nothing, 
but probably feared much, from an -investigation 
and trial. The editor of the ‘New York Obser- 
ver’ says that ‘during along series of years he 
has been living in the most abandoned licentious- 
ness, frequenting the brothels of the eity and in- 
dulging freely in the most loathsome vice.’ And 
as if the particulars were altogether too dark for 
the public eye, the same writer significantly re- 
marks that ‘the history of this case can never be 
written.’ It is well, perhaps, to shroud the dis- 
gusting details of such a man’s life from the pub- 
lic gaze, though it is hardly probable that so much 
eonsideration would, have been shown, had he be- 
longed to some other rank in society, and espec- 
ially if his case had been confided to less partial 
bands than those of his own ministerial brethren. 

There are some circumstances, my dear sir, 
eonnected with this case which seem to justify me 
a calling your particular attention to it. Fora 
eonsiderable length of time N. E. Johnson held'a 
eommanding position in this city. As editor of 
the ‘ New York Evangelist,’ he possessed a wide 
and powerful influence. He was eminently Or- 
thodox, in: the fashionable acceptation of that 
word; he was a most violent opposer of all here-} 
sy, and professed to be remarkably eonscientious. 
Asan opposer of Universalism, he had no rival, 
except it were yourself, in New York. He was 





eonstant and. bitter in. his warfare against our{part of ministers-of. the Gospel. must.tendito dis- 


faith, and indeed in his abuse of those who pro-| 
fessed it. During that period you, my dear sir, 
were his steady coadjutor in this unholy work. 
You stood side by side with him, and seconded all 
his efforts to injure Universalists and to destroy 
Universalism. In the editorial columns, and as a 
correspondent, of the ‘ Evangelist,’ you appear- 
ed among our most ardent and determined oppos- 
ers. ‘Together with N. E. Johnson, you represent- 
ed Universalism as awfully licentious, the very doc- 
trine of the devil, and Universalists themselves 
as sheer infidels, with lives as corrupt as their 
principles were licentious. Johnson went so far 
as to contend with great earnestness that Univer- 
salists were not to be believed, even upon their 
oath, and indeed that no oath could properly be 
administered to them. Both he and you labored 
to persuade the Orthodox public that I was un- 
worthy of confidence and belief. Time, my dear 
sir, which it is said tries all things, will determine, 
if it has not already determined, who is most wor- 
thy of credence, myself or my detamers. 

Under this amiable dynasty appeared that per- 
petual, that monstrous lie, ‘Universalism as it is.’ 
Here you represented ‘the blood-thirsty, the pol- 
outed and abandoned,’ as ‘the warm adherents of 
our modern Universalism.’ You say to your rea- 
ders, ‘if any one wishes to find the genuine pat- 
rons of Universalism, let him go among the law- 
less, the intemperate and the profane.’ Does not 
your cheek, sir, burn with shame when you re- 
flect on this part of your past labors, and remem- 
ber that N. E. Johnson, the Rev. drunkard and 











grace, in the eyes of the world, the whole cleri- 
cal profession. Men wilh soon begin to distrust 
the moral character of every minister whom they 
meet; for those who stood highest in rank and 
confidence yesterday, are to-day exposed, and 
their villainy, carried on perhaps for years, is at 
last laid open tothe world. And what strikes 
me as most astonishing, sir, is that the sin against 
chastity should be that which most easily besets 
persons of the clerical profession. So general 
has this become that if a clergyman’s character 
isimpeached, we hardly need inquire of what of- 
fence he has been guilty. The world infers it at 
once. Amongthe multiplied sins of the clergy 
lately brought to light, it has seemed to me it 
would be a positive relief if some one of the pro- 
fession would break into his neighbor’s house, 
or pick a gentleman’s pocket,just to interrupt 
the terrible monotony of crime, which we.are 
now doomed to witness, and convince the world 
that a clergyman is capable of other offences 
besides seduction and adultery. 

But there is one fact, friend Hatfield, to which 
I would particularly direct your attention. It de- 
serves more consideration [ am sure than either 
you or the publie have hitherto given it. I allude 
tothe remarkable fact that all these instances of 
elerical sinning—and they have been neither few 
nor small—have occurred in the so called ortho- 
dox sects. This seems to me a difficult problem 
for your philosophy to solve. How happens it, 
sir, that the orthodox clergy, who constitute, if 
they themselves may be believed, the only depos- 


adulterer, was at that time your right hand man/itories of gospel truth, and the only conservators 
and bosom friend ? And does not the ungrateful of the public morals, should be thus left to sin and 
thought sometimes intrude itself upon you that/fall? I could, to heighten the marvel, refer you 
probably on the very evenings when you were|to those incorrigible heretics, the Universalists, 
penning these and the like slanders against Uni-|whose doctrine you and all other good orthodox 
versalists and Universalism, the Orthodox N. E.|people believe to have come from the devil, and 
Jobnson was amusing himself in the third tier of|to be full fraught with the very spirit of licen- 
the theatre,and alter spending the night at a broth-|tiousness. And yet among their clergy, now 
el, met you the next morning to congratulate you| amounting to six hundred and fifty, there have not 
onthe keenness of your sword and the strength/occurred so many offences of this nature for sev- 
of your arm, and by an editorial notice to com-|eniy years, as has been exposed in the clerical 
mend the matchless labors of ‘Enoch’ to the/ranks of miscalled orthodoxy within the last twelve 
whole Orthodox church? I cannot but think, sir,|—nay, I think I may safely say within the last 
that if that wretched performance were to be writ-!three months! Here, sir, is something quite wor- 
ten now, it would wear a more decent aspect, or'thy of your notice. If the teachiags of Jesus 
at least say less of the licentiousness of Univer-|Christ are worth anything, the world is justified 
salism! lin judging ot a tree by its fruits. If your belov- 

But why do I confine my remarks to the case/ed orthodoxy be the truth of God, if faith in an 
of N. E. Johnson? Alas, sir, he does not stand|endless hell and a personal.devil has- such moral 
alone. Open your eyes and your ears, and you,and restraining virtues as you and your brethren 
will be overwhelmed with astonishment, if notjallege, how happens it that it does not keep its 
with shame, at the great numbers of orthodox min-|own consecrated advocates from the perpetration 
isters, who have within the last ten years, nay the of the grossest vices and crimes? Soon, sir, the 
last ten months even, trodden the same pathway people will begin to cry out, ‘ Physician heal thy- 
of misery and ruin. From tae venerable Bishop |self.’ If the fear of endless punishment is so re- 
of a broad Diocese, and the learned Doctor of straining, let us see its mighty power overthose 
Divinity, down to the ignorant colored’exhorter|who preach it. But, sir, do you not think it a 
in an African conventicle, through all ranks and|slight misfortune with this celebrated moral pana- 
grades of the self-styled Orthodox clergy, and un-|cea, in common with many medical nostrums, 
der almost every circumstance of aggravation, that its effects are quite disproportionate to its 
are we doomed to hear of these melancholy de-|praises. Its preachers generally hold it forth as 
tections; of sins wrought in darkness, but in.the|the great power of God, but no traces of its sanc-. 
just providence of God: brought to light and ex-|tifying influence are to be seen-in their own lives, 
posed. After the fall of Taylor, of Oberlin, the|or the lives of those. whom: they have taught to, 


‘ Advocate of Moral Reform ” stated that seven-or 
eight cases of a similar nature had occurred 
among the Evangelical clergy in the United States 
within the preceding quarter of a year! Proba- 
bly a still greater number has-been added to the 
same list during-the last three months! It seems 
to be generally conceded that ‘crimes and: apos- 
tacies’ are rapidly accumulating in the ministeri- 
al raaks, and all'are ready to ask what the end of 
these things must be. I need not say that such 
frequent instances of scandalous conduct on the 





believe it. 

I cannot but ask you, my dear sir, to-reflect: 
for one moment on the impression which a defec- 
tion like this of Johnson, in a: prominent Univer- 
salist minister, would make through the whole 
country. Consider, I pray you, how you and: 
your brethren would employ it to the disparage- 
ment of both Universalists and Universalism.— 
Would: you. not instantly. seize upon it as proof 
positive of the licentious. tendency of our faith?- 
But if you could refer to five or ten cases of the: 


[same kind.in. a period. of, as-many years, would) 
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you not think it enough to justify a sermon from 
your pulpit, and a leading article from the ‘Evan- 
gelist?’ Nay, it would furnish the materials tor 
another chapter on the Fruils of Universalism! 
‘Oh,’ said a good orthodox woman of Massachu- 
setts, the other day, ‘Oh, I wish old Whittemore 
would get into such a scrape.’ The fact is, sir, 
a good many orthodox people feel the need o! 
some striking instance of Universalist licentious- 
ness. They know not well how to do without it, 
They have been all their lile time declaring upon 
the licentious tendency of our faith and the cor- 
ruptness of our characters, and now they feel the 
need of some prominent facts to support their 
slanders. They feel it still more perhaps, because 
they would be glad to make a ready offset for the 
numerous cases of licentiousness among their own 
clergy. They may weil fear the consequences. 
If the Universalists will mot accommodate them, 
if they will not ‘get tuto such scrapes’ as the or- 
thodox clergy are so frequently caught in, the 
world will soon render its judgment, and a judg- 
ment, too, that will never be reversed in any 
higher court, It will see that the fear of an endless 
hell is not necessary to make men moral and god- 
ly, and is quite powerless to preserve even its 
own preachers from gross sin. 

I am aware, sir, that you have a very ingen- 
ious and summary method of managing all cases 
ef transgression, whether orthodox or heretic, 
which must be singularly satisfactory to your- 
selves and all who cordially sympathize with you. 
Ifa Universalist is guilty of any deviation trom 
the path of christian duty, you at once ascribe it 
in all its force to the nature and tendancy of his 
faith; but if an orthodox man is guilty of the sell- 
same act, or one ten fold more heinous, you char- 
itably attribute it solely to his native depravity, or 
more charitably still, to the instigation of the devil. 
From which it appears that Universalism is fully 
responsible for all the misconduct of its proles- 
sors, while orthodoxy absolves itself wholly trom 
the crimes even of those who are its staunchest 
advocates. It would be superfluous to ask wheth- 
er this is just, or even respectable and decent ; 
though it has at times seemed to me that it would 
be as eminently christian if it were to adopt that 
old maxim of our Saviour, now so nearly obsolete 
in the orthodox churches, of doing to others as 
you would have them do to you.—A judgment 
governed by such a principle would I need not 
tell you, be vastly for the advantage of Univer- 
salism, without in any degree promoting the in- 
terests of miscalled orthodoxy. 

From what I have now said, I think I may draw 

two rather important conclusions quite worthy of 
your attention, and the more so, as they stand in 
direct opposition to the general current of your 
thoughts and fancies. They are, 
_ 1. That however false and licentious Universal- 
ism may be, it was in no way, directly or indi- 
rectly, the cause of the unmitigated rascality 
which has been recently exposed in the case of 
some orthodox clergymen. So far from being 
Universalists or entertainining the slightest favor 
for our faith, the majority of them had been al- 
most as much distinguished for their uncomprom- 
istng hostility to it, as they are now proved to be 
for their vices and crimes. In fact, sir, my ob- 
servation for ten years past would strongly indi- 
cate that our bitterest opposers have been among 
the worst of men ; insomuch that! cannot but 
suspect his moral character who shows himself 
ever ready and anxious to carry ona warfare 
against or holy faith. And, unaccountable as the 
fact may seem to you, it is still a fact, that God’s 
benediction does not rest on the heads of our op- 
posers. Where are those apostles of ‘hell and 
damnation,’ who have been so untiring in their 
Opposition to Universalism—Littlejohn, Fairchild, 
Johnson, Taylor, Judd, &c. ? hat has become 
of them and what is their character ? But not to 
dwell longer on these points, I wish to call your 
attention to the second conclusion which I draw 
from our subjects, viz : 

2. That moral and restraining as the doctrine 
of endless pynishment may be, it has proved it- 
self quite insufficient to make even its warmest 
friends and staunchest advocates respectable or 


decent men! With the favorite doctrine of hell 
torments on their lips, many of them have still 
been guilty of the foulest crimes. A large pro- 
portion of those who have fallen were real fire- 
brands in the pulpit, and stood unrivalled in their 
use of the terror of an enless hell. Alas, how is 
the gold become dim! I shall not attempt to 
solve this marvelous problem for you; and yet 
I can hardly avoid throwing out a few hints on so 
important a subject for your consideration. 

I am aware, sir, of your very reverend regard 
for the horrible doctrine of endless hell torments, 
and of the great confidence you repose in it as a 
motive to piety and virtue.—But on this point 1 
am constrained to dissent entirely from your opin- 
ion. With the Rev. Samuel Bourne in his letter 
to Dr, Chandler, | must say that ‘For my part, 1 
am persuaded that the vulgar notion of eternal 
torments has been productive not of virtue and 
happiness, but of wickedness & misery in the world 
where it had been most seriously and steadily be- 
lieved.’ The history of that terrible doctrine and 
of its influences, direct and indirect, is a history 
of fear, of cruelty and blood, All the systems 
with which it is connected, be they Heathen, Ma- 
hommedan, Jewish or Christian, have exhibited 
many of the same characteristics and produced 
the same deplorable results. Its tendency is and 
ever has been, to crush the spirit, and, as far as 
its influence is felt, to make the character base 
and selfish, persecuting and cruel. It inspires a 
slavish instead of a filial fear of God, and is cal- 
culated to make the heart which fully receives it 
cold, unsympathetic and severe towards its fellow 
men. It knowsno mercy itself and teaches none 
tu its votaries, Hence the virtue, i 80 it can be 
called, which this doctrine produces is of a very 
peculiar character, and always to be regarded 
with distrust. Jt is as unlike the virtue which the 
gospel requires—a virtue which springs trom love 
to God and love to man—as earth 1s unlike heaven, 

But the moral influences of the popular reli- 
gious system in which this doctrine holds so prom- 
inent a place, are, 1 must say, about as feeble for 
good and as pregnant with evil as could easily be 
imagined. In the first place, he who cordially 
believes in the doctrine of endless punishment, 
without offence, let it be spoken, must have very 
little sense, very poor conceptions indeed of the 
divine goodness.—Hence, a great part of all those 
sweet influences that flow from a deep conviction 
of ,God’s love toward us, and which all good 
minds recognize asthe strongest of moral and 
restraining powers, is taken away or made to act 
but feebly upon those of this false and pernicious 
creed. Hence, too, it happens, as the Rev. Prof. 
Finney truly says, ‘the religion of the great mass 
of the church is not the religion of love, but of 
fear.’ And how could we expect anything better? 
The doctrines which the church is taught, the 
God in whom it believes, are all fitted to, inspire 
fear but not love. 

But you and your brethren are of opinion that 
fear, the fear of an endless hell, can restrain from 
vice and make virtuous those who believe it. It 
does neither effectually. It has no tendency to 
strengthen, much less to inspire, virtue. Under 
some circumstances it might exert some influence 
in restraining from vice, but the popular system 
of theology has done every thing in its power to 
preventeven this. It acknowledges that the way 
of the transgressor, so far as this world is con- 
cerned, isthe way of pleasure and happiness. 
But this world is amere state of probation ; the 
season of retribution belongs alore to the future. 
It teaches that every sin we commit makes us de- 
serve all the torments of hell forever, aay that we 
deserve them without any actua! transgression, 
and only tor the misfortune of being born children 
of Adam. At the same time there is not the slight- 
est necessity that a human soul should suffer 
what alla thousand times deserve, because re- 
pentance and faith, even though exercised the 
last moment of life, will secure it effectually from 
the justice of God and the penalty of his holy law. 
Could Satan himself devise a more seductive sys- 
tem, or one better calculated to encourage trans- 
gression? You first tell men that sin is sweet, 





and there is great pleasure in wrong doing ; and 


then you assure them that, hating a few hazards, 
which most bad men, relying on their own fore. 
sight and shrewdness, are quite willing to risk, 
they may sin with impunity ! 

But this is not the worst ofthe case. By teach. 
ing that endless torments in hell are emphatical- 
ly and solely the penalty of the divine law and 
the punishment of sin, you effectually divert the 
attention from a thousand considerations of a tem- 
poral aature, which if permitted to exert their due 
influence, would be far more restraining, because 
nearer and more consistent with observation and 
experience, than all the terrors of hell that were 
ever preached. You forget that ‘ God judgeth in 
the earth,” and that it is not the severily, so much 
as the nearness and cerlainty of punishment, that 
gives it its power. You make the punishment 
| horrible, but at the same time it is distant and ea- 
| sily avoided. Hence its little influence over men’s 
|minds. No sinner really expects to suffer it, 
| They all intend to repent belore they die. Thus 
| you manage to fritter away completely the whole 
| force of your chief moral restraint, aud then won- 
|der at the consequences. You place a box of 
| poisoned sugar plumbs before your children, and 
itell them they are most delicious, but they must 
not eat of them, and if they disobey in this mat- 
ter, you will punish them with horrible severity 
if they do not previously ask your pardon, twenty 
years hence? The temptation proves too great to 
be subdued by a punishment however severe, so 
far away, and so easily avoided, and they eat. 
But they soon find, alas! that though your penal- 
ty is little to be dreaded, there are consequences 
of this act, which no penitence or prayers can 
avert. The poison is mingled with their blood 
and fills them with agony. 

The orthodox church, stands in perishing need 
of the truth on this momentous subject. It should 
be taught that ‘the way of the transgressor is 
hard;’ that ‘there is no peace tothe wicked; ’ 
that ‘he that soweth to the flesh, shall of the 
flesh reap corruption,’ and as a great and constant 
truth, that ‘he that doeth wrong shall receive for 
the wrong which he hath done, and there is no 
respect of persons,’ It is vain, sir, to preach the 
the terrors of hell, as long as hell can be so easily 
escaped, But here lies the difficulty. You be- 
gin by making the punishment of sin infinite, as 
inconsistent with reason and justice as it is with 
love and mercy themselves ; and then to avoid 
universal damnation, which would involve your- 
selves, as well as your neighbors, you are forced 
to end in such a manner as to del/eat all the pur- 
poses of moral government, by permitting every 
transgressor who pleases to go unpunished and 
free! Would it not be vastly better, sir, to fol- 
low the teachings of inspiration, and threaten 
such punishments as God both can and will, in 
perfect accordance with all his divine attributes, 
and without respect of persons, rigidly inflict up- 
on every transgressor? But I must not longer 
occupy your time, and therefore I leave this part 
of my subject for your serious consideration. 

Before closing, permit me, sir, to express the 
confident hope that the series of melancholy 
events to which your attention has now been di- 
rected, may be allowed to have a due influence 
upon your own and your brethren’s minds and 
hearts. In these awful disclosures, God, I can- 
not but feel, has been reading you a solemn and 
affecting lesson. He would teach you the vanity 
of your confidence in the preaching of hell tor- 
ments to make men good and true; he would ad- 
monish you of your unseemly pretensions to pe- 
culiar sanctity of heart and life; above all, sir, 
he would reprove you for the insolence of your 
bearing towards those you call heretics, whom 
you are accustomed to denounce as infidels and 
enemiés of Christ, and whose doctrines you as 
perse as licentious and profane. It is time the 
various sects of the so called orthodox church, 
looked about them, and learned their true posi- 
tion, and their duties, It is time they began the 
much needed reformation in their docrines and im 
their lives. It is high time they had come to trem 
those who differ from them in matters of faith. 
with more decency and respect. Hereafter f 
shall not patiently hear my own holy faith de- 








Yim 











ards, 
fore- 
risk, 


zach- 
tic al- 
' and 
t the 
, tem- 
r due 
ause 
1 and 
were 
th in 
much 

that 
ment 
d ea- 
nen’s 
rit, 
Thus 
vhole 
won- 
ox of 
and 
must 
mat- 
erity 
enty 
at to 
€, 80 
eal, 
enal- 
nces 
}can 


ood 


need 
ould 
or is 
ed;’ 
’ the 
stant 
e for 
8 BO 
: the 
asily 
| be- 


with 
void 
our- 
rced 
pur- 
very 
and 
fol- 
aten 
, in 
tes, 


iger 
part 


oly 
di- 
nea 
and 
an- 
and 
nity 
or~ 
ad- 


sir, 











WATCHMAN AND REPOSITORY. 


58 
’ 








NS S__== 

nounced as licentious and the doctrine of the devil, 
by men whose religion produces such fruits as have 
recently been exhibited. Let Universalism be shown 
wo be corrupt, and I will close my mouth, But till 
that is done, or till orthodoxy can subsist a single 
inonth without making some horrible development 
of lust and crime, it seems to me, sir, that common 
sense of justice, the smallest portion of modesty, or 
decent self-respect should teach you and your breth- 
ren to cease your slanders against a faith which you 
do not understand, and whose influences, bad as they 
may be cannot be worse than for a thousand years 
have constantly flowed forth from a corrupt and de- 
grading orthodoxy. — ' : ‘ 

I am, with much consideration, sir, your sincere 
friend and well wisher. 

Tomas J. Sawyer. 





Communications. 





= 


Ma. Battovu—Sir— 





the Father, and hardens itself against infinite love;, 
‘no ruin to be compared to this: this the impenitent 
man carries with him beyond the grave,- and there 
meets its natural issue, and inevitable retribution in- 
remorse and self-torture, this we cannot too strongly. 
fear.” To save, is to lift the fallen spirit from this 
depth, to heal the diseased mind, to restore it to en- 
ergy and freedom of thought, conscience and love. 
This was chiefly the salvation for which Christ shed 
his blood, for this the Holy Spirit is given, and to 
this all the truths of christianity conspire.’ 

‘God hath not given us the spirit of fear, but of | 
power, and of love, and of a sound mind.’—Tim. 
‘And in reading the New ‘Testament, we every where 
meet the end, ascribed to Christ. He came as here 
expressed; not to be an outward, but an inward de- 





liverer, to establish his kingdom within us, he came 
to save us from sin, to bless us by turning us from | 





1 observed in your paper of August 3d some can- | 


did remarks, backed up by quotations from Unita- 
rian writers, designed no doubt, to illustrate their 
views, as it respects future punishment. The wri- 
ter of that article however must have noticed the 
many misrepresentations made, and the aspersions 
cast upon different denominations by short quota- 
tions, and detached sentences, or partial extracts, 
from writers, and perhaps no denomination of pro- 
fessed christians have suffered more abuse from 
such a source than Universalists. ‘The truth 
Unitarians have generally considered it not expedi- 
ent to agitate a question that has undergone so tkor- 
ough an investigation, and produced so much bitter 
and inflammatory discussion during the last halfcen- 
tury, and have thereby, (though very unjustly,) been 
accused of ‘concealment.’ It is generally known, 
that the nature or extent of future punishment is not 
a test question among that denomination, and not- 
withstanding some shade of difference may exist 
among the members, they have uniformly been at is- 
sue with orthodoxy on the subject of retribution. 
The distinguishing doctrines that have split the Uni- 
tarians from the orthodox, and caused so much bit- 
ter controversy, may be briefly stated, Ist, a Trinity 
of three Gods, 2dly, original sin inherent, 3dly, 'To- 
tal moral depravity, 4thly Vicarious atonement, 5thly 
passive Regeneration, and perseverance; a disbelief 
in either of which, is a bar to admission, or a suffi- 
eient ground for expulsion from the orthodox com- 
munion. or fellowship. As to the great, and all im- 
portant subject of retributive justice, Unitarians are 
generally believers, but do not admit a literal construc- 
tion of scripture as to the nature, or extent of punish- 
ment. ‘They believe that finite transgression, cannot 
be deserving of infinite and endless suffering, without 
impeaching the divine character, and robbing God of 
his noblest and most endearing attributes, and de- 
stroy our confidence and hope, of pardon and for- 
giveness. A few extracts from the writings of the 
fathers and defenders of Unitarianism, may shed 
farther light on the subject. ‘Ask multitudes,’ says 
Dr. Channing, ‘what is the chief evil, from which 
Christ came to save them, and they will tell you 
“from hell, from penal fires.” ‘The word hell, which 
is used so seldom in. the sacred pages, and which critics 
willtell you doés not occur once in the writings of Paul, 
and Peter and John, and which we meet only in 
four or five discourses of Jesus, and which all per- 
sons acquainted with Jewish geography, know to be 
2 metaphor, a figure of Speech and not a literal ex- 
pression; this word by a perverse and exaggerated 
ase, has done unspeakable injury to christianity, it 
bas possessed and diseased men’s imaginations with 
outward torture, shrieks, and flames, giving them 
the idea of outward ruin, of which-they have chiefly 
w dread, and men are flying from an-outward hell, 
while they are carrying within them, the hell they 
shoud chiefly dread.’ 

‘There is something far worse than outward’ pun- 
ishment. It is sin; it is the state of a soul. which 
kas revolted from God, and cast off its allegiance to 
eonaciance, aud the divine word, which renounces 


Is, 


our iniquities, to redeem us from corruption, handed | goodness; 


a 
mocked.’ Directions and excitements to religious 
virtue are all useless, if his religious character is to 
be formed by a miraculous energy, or at his last mo- 
ments. ‘Piety is not a momentary exercise, some- 
thing thrown into the heart in a mass.’ Are we like 
children, fancying that heaven is a beautiful city 
which needs only the power of locomotion to enter? 
Do we not know when heaven is represented as a 
magnificent city, and hell as a dark abyss, and Christ 
descending and sitting upon a brilliant throne like an 
eastern monarch, that such representations are figu- 
rative descriptions and that heaven is only in the 
mind, and elevates our immortal natures? 

The doctrine of a future retribution has been uni- 
versally received, because it hath been felt that the 
impartiality of God’s government could in no other 
way be established. This law, when explained ac- 
cording to. scripture and reason, is the law of God’s 
it addresses not only the fear of sin, but 


down by tradition, to form a glorious and spotless | the love of improvement, it urges, and encourages 


church or community, and to make us partakers of | 


the divine nature and give us pardon and heaven.’ 
It is to be feared, that the world at large consider 





us at every step, to press our way forward in a vir- 
tuous and moral course, and the consequence is un- 
ending felicity, while the disobedient transgressor of 


religion a very different thing from what it really is. }God’s pure laws shall experience the horrors of a 
Too many think it a depressing, rather than an ele- | guilty conscience, until he returns to his allegiance 
vating service, and I must confess, that religion as {and in penitence and humble confession, receives a 
generally taught, is any thing but an elevating prin-|full pardon through the atonement of Jesus Christ. 
ciple. ‘It has been used to scare the child, and appal | I have extended this communication much beyond 
the adult. Men have been taught to glorify God by ithe intended length, and will now lay by my pen. 
flattery, rather than becoming excellent, and glori-|'The subject has appeared of such vital importance, 


ous themselves. 


soul, 
If it were, it would deserve no respect. 


his likeness more and more resplendently on all, 
proffering all the best giftin the unmiverse,. his Holy 
Spirit, sent his son to train us up, and give us an ‘in- 
heritance incorruptible and undefiled, and which fa- 
deth not away in heavea.’? Such is a brief and glim- 
mering view of Christ and his religion, for which he 
strove and preached, and finally laid down his life 
and rose again, to exert a purifying and an enno- 
bling influence on the human character. 

There is no doctrine more universally received, 
and at the same time more universally evaded, than 
the strict law of retribution, and it is a question 
whether this universal evasion does not show, that 
the universal belief has been extravagant, whetiter 
men have not believed too much to believe it strict- 
ly. It is one thing for the preacher to deal.in math- 
ematical calculations of infinite suffering, to dwell 
upon the eternity of hell torments, to speak of lite- 
ral fires, and of burning in them forever; and with 
such representations it is easy to scare the imagina- 
tion, to awaken horror. With such means it is easy 
to produce a great excitement in the mind. Is it not 
a fact, that while the popular creed teaches that al- 
most the whole of the living world are going down 
to everlasting torments, the sympathies of our com- 
mon natures interpose to save from that doom,, ale 
most all of the dying world. The instances of death 
are rare, in which surviving friends do not tell you, 
that they trust and believe that all is well with.the 
deceased; forgetting that it is not how a man dies, 
but how he has lived, also those solemn words, 
‘whatsoever a man sowetli, that shall he reap.’ 
There is one, which appears to me a fatal mistake 
among mankind; they are substituting something as 
a preparation for the future happiness, in view of 
devoting the whole life to it, and his only hope is, 
that some violent paroxism, or fear of instant death, 
| may do that for him thatthe whole period of his ex- 
istence has not been found sufficient todo. ‘The 
great law of retribution is, that the future is to an- 
swer for the present,’ and can it be that men in their 
senses,.are substituting in place of deliberate forma- 
tion of character for happiness to some brief prepa- 
ration for it, to some future period or to the last pe- 
riod of their lives. ‘Be not deceived, God. is not 











Religion in one or another form, ‘that [ naw scarcely know how to leave it. 
has always been an engine for crushing the human | 
But such has not been the religion of Christ. ‘nal world, having been salicitous to advance nothing 
God hath | 
revealed Christ, as the author and lover of all souls, | realize in another state of existence and see things 
desiring to redeem them all from sin, and to impress | 


As the 
writer views himself as on the borders of the eter- 


but gospel.truth, and which he expects very soon to 


as they are, and may God add his blessing. E. C. 
Pittsfield Vt., Aug. 1844, 
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THE AGED. 


BY MISS H. J, STONE, 


If there is anything on earth which [ covet, it is. 
the friendship and society of the aged—those whose 
heads are silvered o’er with-the frost: of many win- 
ters, and whose hearts are gushing out with deep af-. 
fection. toward their much loved. offspring—from 
whose lips flow words of wisdom: and instruction, 
learned in the great school of experience! Well do 
I remember when only a child, the exquisite pleasure 
which I enjoyed in the dear home of my infancy, 
when. blest. with a kind mother’s love and tenderness, 
we were visited by the cheerful fathers and mothers,. 
as. they were. wont to do. How often, since that 
|dear mother was taken away, have I mourned and 
lamented the past—that I did not do more to make 
her happy in her declining years—that I did not 
manifest more gratitude: for her unwearied attention 
and labors of love—that I tore myself. away from 
her maternal arms when she felt that it was to.be the 
last, the long adieu in time! Oh. that I could recall: 
the past—but no, that cannot be! She is gone— 
gone eternally trom earth—gone where ingratitude 
nor sorrow can disturb the peace and serenity of her 
pure spirit no more forever. But, heaven has yet 
spared to me one unchanging friend in the person of 
my aged father.. Lord grant that | may double my 
diligence in striving to make happy his remaining 
days—in so living, that should he be. called to. the 
world of spirits before me, | may feel a sweet con- 
sciousness. that.I have discharged my every duty 
faithfully, and that his blessing will.rest dawn upon. 
me in all coming time. 

Q. ye who are blest with kind and watehfui' pa- 
rents, love and cherish them as.ye ought—treat them 
with all due reverence, and bear with their-infirmi- 
ties in meeKkness and love. As ‘old age. creeps on,’ 
and the companions.and friends of their youth de- 
part, leaving them alone as it were in the world, QO. 
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— —_ , 
strive to comfort them by your kind and affectionate 


words, and still kinder deeds. Inspire them with 
faith and confidence in the Parent of the universe— 
speak often to them of ‘that better land’ where will 
be a reunion of kindred spirits, whose society they 
lament, whose loss they here deplore. Make them 
feel that it is your purest happiness to contribute to 
their enjoyments and comforts. Consult after their 
experience and wisdom, and thereby shun the shoals 
and quicksands of the temptations and follies of 
life. 

What sight more lovely than 'to behold bleoming 
youth sitting at the feet of age, drinking in knowl- 
edge which has been garnered in the store-house of 
memory, while buffetingthe storms and afflictions of 
earth, or banqueting in ‘the smiles of a beneficent 
Creator. Surely, this is no small privilege, and 
they who are wise will avail themselves of it. ‘He 
that walketh with wise men, shall be wise,’ and 
where shall we find true wisdom if not in experi- 
ence and age? Lets ever remember that it is but 
a few days, since they commenced life buoyant with 
hope and filled with joy at the pleasing prospects, 
which the future portrayed before them in all her 
rich variety; and yet, the step has become feeble, 
the eye dim, the head silvered with the cankering 
cares of life, ere these hopes have been realized or 
these prospects attained only in part. Let us learn 
wisdom then from their experience and seize the 
present as it flies—be happy now in the present 
tense, or assuredly we never shall. Youth with all 
its thousand charms will quickly pass away, and we 
shall take the place of the aged fathers and mothers, 
whose heads are already biossoming for the tomb. 
Then, O then, how will the past recur to our minds, 
how soothing or tormentmg will be our reflections, 
according as our lives have been! A few more roll- 
ing suns, and we too, if life is spared, shall enter 
the shadowy vale ef age. And with what measure 
we mete, it will be measured to us again. O then, 
let us remember and be kind and attentive to the 
wants of the aged and infirm! Comfort them in 
their afflictions, cheer them in their lonely hours, 
and gently suppoft their tottering steps down the de- 
clivity of time. God will bless us, angels will look 
down with smiles of approbation upon us, and their 
last their holiest blessings will be upon us and upon 
our children to all generations. That this may be 
our happy portion, Heaven grant, for the Redeem- 
er’s sake. 


Cabot, Vt. 





VALUE OF THE SCRIPTURES. 

To the young and inquiring mind, I would say, if 
we really wish to cleanse our ways, and if we de- 
sire to act so that we may be useful, respected, and 
happy, we must prize the scriptures, and frequently 
consult their sacred pages; and truly this holy Book 


is the best of all books, for this alone, when taken 


for our guide, will lead us to holiness, and conse- 
quently to true happiness; and they, who really love 
its precious truths, have obtained a greater treasure 
than wealth {can bestow. Yes, with great propriety, 
we might write on almost every page of the Bible, 
the way to usefulness,—the way to happiness,—the 
way to true honor,—the way to see God and dwell 
with Him,—the way to eternal riches and everlasting 
pleasures. The best and wisest of monarchs have 
found their noblest enjoyments in studying these hal- 
lowed pages. ‘They have counted their treasures 
and all their glory but vanity compared with the ev- 
erlasting riches to be found in the Gospel of the 
Divine Redeemer. Prophets and righteous men, 
the great, the wise, and the good of every nation, 
have bound this life-giving volume to their hearts,— 
have found in it the pearl of great price, and have 
been enriched forever. 


God may be seen in the hills and in the vallies,— 


praise; but it is in the volume of Revelation that 
He has presented Himself the most clearly ¢e our 
view. ‘There He is seen in Christ reconciling the 
world unto Himself, not imputing their trespasses 
unte them. Let no one then induce us to think light- 
ly of the scriptures, for their origin is divine. 

There are four classes of predictions on which we 
may safely rest the truth of the Scriptures. Ist the 
dispersion of the Jews among all nations according 
to prophesy and their preservation as a distinct peo- 
ple. The second refers to Babylon, the third to the 
character of the Messiah,—and the fourth to the de- 
struction of Jerusalem. These have all received a 
striking and minute fulfillment: The Book there- 
fore which contains these predictions must have 
been from Him who knew the end from the begin- 
ning. 

The moral precepts of the Bible are so excellent 
that, were they carried into universal practice, they 
would transform the world, and render it an Eden of 
love. The Scriptures everywhere enforce the grand 
sentiment of the angelic hymn, ‘Glory to God in the 
highest, and on earth peace, good will to men.’ 
And doubtless a book so benign in its tendency must 
have been from Him who is the giver of every good 
aud perfect gift. The Bible is a matchless volume; 
it is impossible for us to study it too much, or es- 
teem it too highly. Letus then make it the guide of 
our minds, the directory of our lives,—then it will 
be our joy in prosperity,—our comfort in adversity ,— 
health in sickness, wealth in poverty—light in dark- 
ness—life in death. It will be a pillar of cloud by 
day, and a pillar of fire by night. Yes it will be our 
bright and cheering lamp, lighted by the hand of 
God, and which all the storms and billows of the 
tempestuous ocean of life sball never be able to ex- 
tinguish, till the inconceivable brightness of the eter- 
nal day shall shine around us forever. P, 





From the Ladies’ Repository. 
TO BEREAVED PARENTS. 


While my precious, and now, as | humbly trust, im- 
mortal daughter was sick, [ wrote for my instruc- 
tion and comfort, the following article. Nota 
word can l alter. I give it to all hearts that have 
suffered as I have suffered, and pray that they may 
strive as | daily strive to apply what therein the 
Gospel, moving upon my Seerk, dictated as duty. 
At this time, when so many children are danger- 
ously sick, these reflections may be of service to 
some. God grant that they may. 


A CHILD SICK. 

How many, many times the words of David have 
leapt up in my mind of late,—*Who knoweth wheth- 
er the Lord will be gracious to me that the child 
may live?? And who does know? How uncertain 
is the speech even of science and skill, and how va- 
riable are the signs and promises upon which the 
soul lights for hope! Now it is deep night; anon 
the stars seem to be glittering through the dark clouds, 
but lo it is only the electric flash. We wait in anut- 
terable anxiety for the morning star! But while we 
wait, thought will be busy, and let us think to some 
purpose. 

And first, what a mystery, and how precious, is 
life!’ Holding such a mysterious and precious treas- 
ure, we need to have some ground of trust, as we 
think of its loss. Yes, the mystery deepens the 
probability of the loss, and one evil of our fallen es- 
tate is, that when mystery comes, we fear more than 
we hope. Alas, for those to whom a child is not an 
angel! And yet, to make our children angels, is 
called idolatry; and should they be taken from us, 
the loss is spoken of as a judgment upon us. It is 
notso. The deepest and most fervent love is not 
idolatry. We make our children idols only when 
we forget that they are angels—angels clothed in 
the flesh that must be put aside ere they shall as- 
sume the glory of their birth. ‘To love them as such, 
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tion of the mortal to the immortal. It is to look up- 
on them with the eye of a Christian’s clear and un. 
clouded faith. And the more we think of them ay 
angels, the more we shall think of God; and that 
which leads us to him is not idolatry. When we 
meditate on angelic beauty, can we keep our thoughts 
from the upward soaring to the higher Alp of spirit- 
ual happiness? O no! Angels, God, is the order of 
the pious meditation; and as from the unwinged an- 
gel, that lies before us, we look up, we see more at- 
traction in heaven, as we dweH upon the vision of 
the home where our angel, when winged, will not 
know of the pains that pale her cheek, and her eye 
will not dim there! The music of her lip will not 
be hushed by moans, and her heart will never faint! 
O it is good to think of God in this solemn hour! 
To think of Him as Jesus taught in his blessed rev- 
elations. He has shown us the Father, and with 
Philip we can gratefully say, ‘It sufficeth us! Yes, 
it does indeed, for if he be a Father—O by my own 
soul I know it—all life’s sorrows will eventuate in 
joy. If he be a Father, there is no soul—no infant 
soul, unloved or uncared for. Life can be perpetua- 
ted only for a good object, for why do I plead for ex- 
istence to be continued to my child? only, O only, 
because | feel that life is a blessing. I pity those 
who have no God to go to, or who go to their God 
without faith in his impartial, eternal, and exceed- 
ing love! 

Love ministers to the sick little one, and is not the 
invalid learning precious lessons? Holy teachings 
would have been given her yesterday, had her smile 
been as usual in the Sabbath School. She would 
have learned sweet melodies there, that would come 
hack to the soul in far off time, when the dear mem- 
ories of childhood flow over the heart. But she had 
a Sabbath School. Holy lessons of love were taught 
her. She learned how much many hearts are in- 
terested in her well-being, and what kindness can 
do. She has learned the beautiful preface to heav- 
en’s volume on Love. She has the key to all the 
mysteries—for what is religion but the unfolding and 
directing of the filial spirit heavenward? And O 
what melodies linger in her soul, to come in richness 
to her ear in distant time, more sweet than the silver 
notes of the village bell to the ear of the dreamer on 
the distant sea. Tones of kind words spoken— 
words of soothing sweetness, united with looks that 
live before the vision of the soul, never to be for- 
gotten. The melodies of many a concert will never 
cease to vibrate. Yes, it will be with her, as with 
myself, holy shall be the memory of the times of 
sickness, ‘that revealed worlds of light we never 
saw by day’—worlds of love—bright spheres of af- 
fection, revolving ever in the brightness of the Sun 
of Righteousness! 


‘Who knoweth whether the Lord will be gracious 
to me, that the child may live?? None. It is mys- 
tery all. If she shall live—if to those sad features 
may again come the likeness of the past, and to 
those swollen limbs the agile gladness of other days, 
—O I will deem it a gift of grace. I will bow in 
adoring thanksgiving, and from a gushing heart of 
prayer shall flow the tribute—God is gracious! Yes, 
I will not be alone in my worship, Other hearts will 
take up the joyous theme, and like the chorus at a 
solemn festival, the song of gladness shall flow and 


echo from court tocourt! « 


Hush! leaping heart. Again mystery deepens, 
and dark visions flit before my gaze. I would turn 
away from them, but I cannot. ‘There is a fascina- 
tion in their melancholy, and the shroud, the coffin, 
and the tomb, are not so bad as they once were. 
My littld one lies there in the vision that is now be- 
fore me—but it is not the all I loved. Precious, in- 


deed it is, for it once held a spirit dear as heaven. 


Out of those eyes 1 alone saw its light; from those 








lips only came its music; on those cheeks its smile 
played; and that ear thrilled as no other to the 
father’s voice. Sacred shall be the spot where it 
shall lie! ‘The dust shall be holy; and to every bird 


in the fields and flowers,—in the seasons as they 
roti,—in the mighty ocean, in the heavens covered 
with his glory, and in the earth which is full of his 


will lead us to remember the change that hes before 
them, and which, sooner or later, they must meet, 
It is to recognize their exposure to the transforma- 
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‘that sings above that grave, to every flower that’ 
‘blooms there, to every cloud of Heauty that tarries | 
above the spot, and to every fragrant wind that kiss- 
es the mound,—my blessing shall be given. Lie in 
peace, gentle ond! Thy ‘Savior once laid in the 
tomb, and in the light of ‘his smile when he rose, all | 
the darkness of the gruve was scattered, and the | 
beauties of the eternal world clearly discerned. Im-_ 
mortality, and Eterral Glory, are one; and the! 
grave is the shadewy gate of home. | 





Of summer thoughts attendant on your bloom, 
Visions of freshness, of rich bowery gloom, 
Of the low murmurs filling mossy dells, 
Of stars that look down on your folded bells 
Through dewy leaves—of many a wild perfume 
Greeting the wanderers of the hill and grove 
Like sudden music ; more than this ye bring, 
Far more: ye whisper of th’ all-fostering love 
Which thas hath clothed you, and whose dove-like wing 
Broods o’er the sufferer drawing fever’d bread, 
Whether the ceuch be that ot life or death. 


| Vil. 
THE RECOVERY. 


‘Now ‘ike a dew-drop sbrined 
Within a crystal stone, 

Thou’rt safe in heaven, my dovet 

Safe with the Source of Love! | 
The Everlasting One!’ 


Back then, once more, to breast the waves of life, 
To battle on against th’ unceasing spray, 


Again I am back to the reality. A moan dissolves | 
heaven and lets us down to earth! Ah, would [ had | 
power to take that pain, though I should bleed at | 
every pore. Mystery on mystery—why should the | 
frame of childhood know such suffering? Yet, hap- 
py childhood! It knows not the mental pains, the 
anxieties, and the feverish hopes and wishes, that so | 
wear upon the springs of older life. 1 have spoken | 
with her; all her thoughts are pleasant, and when 
she speaks, some sweet image spreads out its beau-| 
ty. ” Ah, now a new life is imparted, as one enters | 
she dearly loves, and from whom she has long—long | 
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when the sun fell upon these, they might from their 
brilliancy, very easily be mistaken by the unprae- 
ticed eye, for silver and gold. His leggings were of 
red cloth, and his clean blanket coat was secured 
round his waist by a bread belt of the same color, 
ever which he wore a narrower one of wampum; a 
leather band round his head stack round with three 
rows of eagle’s feathers, completed his attire. This 
young man had for some time been attached to Atti- 
ka, the only child of an old chief named Garanka- 
| thie. ‘My father,’ said Ononthio, ‘give me your 
| daughter; permit our hearts to be united, so that 
‘ their tender roots may grow together, and entwine 
| so strengly that they can never be separated, and 





To sink o’erwearied in the stormy strife | thus be able to stand firmly against all the storms ef 


And rise to strive again: yet on my way 
Oh linger still, thou light of better day, 
Born in the hours of loneliness; and you, | 
Ye childlike thoughts, the holy and the true, 
Ye that came bearing, while subdued I lay, 
The faith, the insight of life’s vernal morn 
Back on my soul, a clear, bright sense, new born, 
Now leaye me not; but as profoundly pure 

A blue stream rushes thro’ a darker lake 
Unchanged, e’en thus with me your journey take, 


Wafting sweet airs of heaven thro’ this low world ob- 
scure. 


' fife. 


On the old man’s giving his consent to the mar- 
riage, the young chief proceeded to observe the usu- 


jal ceremonies that among them, precede such an 


event. He sought out the object of his love, and 


seating himself on the ground before her, took his 
| pipe with great gravity, and began to smoke; mean- 


while throwing towards her, one by one, small pie- 


| ces of wood about an inch long, and as many of 
| these as she could catch in a little cup made of bark, 


, Which she held in her hand; so was to be the num- 


for her—been parted. She must tell all she can} 
think of; aad how graphic is her language! A few | 
words, and the picture of the loss of her bird, and | 
the fright of its mate is before us. And so with ev-| On the banks of the Ottawa river, there is a small, 
ery event that has occurred. The listening soul is| but ancient Indian village, the name of which | do 
soon ina picture gallery, and the saddest scenes | not now remember. ‘This is inhabited by a remnant 
have that strangely sweet light which only child- of the once powerful tribe of Lroquois, that has been 
hood’s spirit can give. She sleeps! Blessed be the | for some time partly civilized. The appearance of 
slumbers that steal over her frame, and like a sooth- | this settlement is singular from the manner in which 


ONONTHIO AND ATTIKA. 
A TRUE STORY. 


| ber of the bridal presents she was to claim from her 
| suitor; whose next duty it was, to give a great feast 
| to all her relatives, the entertamment being termina- 
| ted by dances and war songs. The young man then 
| presented Attika with presents, and her father threw 
| over each, a costly robe made of beaver skins, and 
| gave them a new gun and a birch canoe, which was 
| considered as the bride’s dowry. On the following 
| day, as both were Catholic converts, the marriage 


ing charm that lulls every fibre to the rest that|the houses are built; these are of wood, and all of | was celebrated according to the rites of that church. 


strengthens, let the lulaby fall on the ear! the same size and form, being of one story, with 

In hope, I wait the issue. God is gracious, and | very high and steep roofs. These houses are not 
will be gracious. Yes, though he take our precious | set on each side of a road, as we are accustomed to 
one, yet will he be gracious! Gracious to comfort | see them, but placed here and there without any re- 
and console—to bind up the bleeding heart, and open | gard to order or regularity. The village is situated 
fairer visions of immortal glory. { will trust on. I| upon a plain, with the river on one side, and on the 
have stood by the infant dead, and spoken words other, a high and sloping bill, the sides of which are 
which have comforted the bereaved. I can go to | covered with trees. The top of the hill is flat, and 
the God to whom I have led others. At the fountain | presents to the view a large track of sand as white 


| Formerly, in less civilized times, another ceremo- 
| hy was customary in the process of Indian courtship, 
| which was ridiculous enough. The suitor was to 
visit the dwelling of the lady in the evening, and in 
the presence of her nearest friends. On entering, 
he was to light the end of a stick which he held in 
| his hand, and walk up to his beloved and geatly pull 
| her nose three times, which performance was con- 
| ducted with all imaginable decorum and respect, and 


from whose depths [ have drawn water for thirsting 
hearts, I can drink myself. My child shall ever be 
to me an angel. Call it not idolatry, either of the 
dead or living, for inseparable with the idea of an 
angel is the idea of God and heaven. 





as snow, and which is quite dazzling to the eye | this was to be repeated at different periods before 

when the sun is shining brightly upon it; and it| the marriage was considered as decided upon. 

forms a strong and beautiful contrast to the dark | Some time after the marriage of the young chief, 

green trees, and the blue waters beneath. ‘The In- | a gentleman visited the Indian village, and having 

dians have a legend respecting this field of sand; some previous acquaintance with Ononthio, he pass- 
ed the night in his dwelling, which he described as 





“*"S* Shall break, unveil’d for terror or delight ? 
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continued barren, and thus became a field of white 
| sand. , 


| stones, over which the moss has grown in many pla- 
|ces; this is surrounded by a wall formed of the 
| same materials, one side of which, facing the church, 


What hosts, magnificent in dread array ? 

My spirit! where thy prison-house of clay 
After long strife is rent ?—Fond, fruitless quest ? 
The unfledged bird, within his narrow nest, 
Sees but a few green branches o’er him play, 
And thro’ their parting leaves, by fits reveal’d, 
A glimpse of summer sky; nor knows the field 
Wherein his dormant powers must yet be tried : 
Thou art that bird ! of what beyond thee lies 


/immense elms, whose long and graceful branches 
| bend down to the water’s edge. Close by, is a small 
| but comfortable looking house in which the priest 
| resides, with a pretty flower garden in front. 
| A few years ago, there lived in this settlement, a 
For in th’entrach’d, texmtedburable ckies | young ne teens name was rg “" bene 
, Pa ‘renowned for his courage in war, as well as for the 
sore pte  rneyr rrr gio bares industry with which he followed hunting and fishing. 
% | When dressed for the council, or any other great 
| céidien’ no one was more conspicuous than Onon- 
| thio for the taste displayed in his dress. His, moc- 
| casins were embroidered with porcupine quills dyed 


ef the brightest colors, and fastened round the ankle 


FLOWERS. 
Welcome, oh pure and lovely forms, again ‘ 
Unto the shadowy stillness of my room? 
For not alone ye bring a joyous train 


had cursed the ground, so that it ever afterwards | 


The most striking object in the village itself, is a | 
very ancient looking Catholic church, built of rough | 


is built on the shore, and is lined by a long row of | 


they say that a very long time ago, before the white | 
men came to the country, that a great battle was the abode of neatness, peace, and plenty; a full sup- 
fought there, between the Lroquois and the Hurons, 
and that it raged so fiercely—neither party being 
wrnnnenenn willing to give up first, and thus acknowledge them- 
THOUGHTS DURING SICKNESS. selves conquered—that at length the earth was cov- 
id | ered with the bodies of the slain, and that the Great 


WE, SENG», AERA | Spirit was angry with them for so much blood, and 


¥. 
FLIGHT OF THE SPIRIT. 


Whither, oh! whither wilt thou wing thy way? 
What solemn region first upon thy sight 


ply of dried provisions, fruit, and grain, being laid 
by for the winter. Both husband and wife indus- 
triously employed their leisure hours, the former in 
making snow-shoes, the latter making moccasins and 
a variety of baskets, which they carried once a year 
‘to Montreal for sale. The old man, Attika’s father, 
lived with them, and the traveler spoke of them as 
one of the happiest families he had ever known. He 
' also mentioned an incident that occurred during the 
night, by which he was at once pleased and affected. 
Sometime about midnight, he was roused from his 
| sleep by hearing the inmates of the house stirring, 
and then gently open the door and go out. Shortly 
after, a full chorus of voices burst upon his ear, 
singing the Te Deum, in tones singularly wild and 
sweet, the effect of which was no less strange than 
solemn, at that dark hour of the night. In the mern- 
ing the cause was explained. A large party of In- 
| dians had been absent on a hunting expedition, and 
| being away longer than was expected, some fears 
were entertained for their safety; and the splashing 
of their oars, giving the signal of their return to the 
| quick ears of their friends, they had risen to receive 
|them, and kneeling together on the pebbly shore, 
with the midnight stars sparkling above, they lifted 
up their voices in praise to ‘the Great Spirit’ for his 
| preservation of the travelers, until the still deep wa- 
_ ters echoed again and again, with this simple bus 
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beautiful effusion of Indian piety. What an exam- 
ple for the white christian, who is unthankful for 
the many mercies he enjoys, and forgetful of the 
kind Giver! 

But I now come to a melancholy part of my story. 
After a lapse of five years, the gentleman [ have he- 
fore mentioned, was again traveling up the Ottawa, 
and feeling anxious to know how it fared with his 
former friend, in whom he had been much interest- 
ed, he resolved to stop and pay them a visit. Great 
however, was his surprise and sorrow, to find that a 
deplorable change had taken place in the dwelling of 
Ononthio. On approaching it, he saw an indian 
woman sitting on the ground near the door, whose 
appearance and dress bore evident marks of neglect 
and disorder. She sat with her face buried in her 
hands, and seemed unmindful of his approach until 
he spoke. It-was Attika, but so much altered, that 
he had some difficulty in recognizing her, in the dir- 
ty looking squaw before him, whose countenance 
too, was so different from its former appearance as 
herdress. She seemed abashed on seeing who it 
was that spoke to her, and on being asked where 
her husband was, pointed within, and said, ‘there 
has been a bad spirit here since you went away.’ 
Ononthio lay on the floor, a disgusting spectacle of 
filth and rags; and the house, fromits wretched ap- 
pearance, no longer seemed fitted to contain human 
inhabitants. Sure enough, a bad spirit had been 
there—a spirit that does more harm in the world 
than all others! Can you not guess that it was rum 
my young readers? Both husband’ and wife had 
fallen into the use of this poison, and this was the 
result!’ Fortunately the poor old father had died 
before this sad change had taken place. [have nev- 
er heard any thing since from this family, but I think 
of them often with feelings of sorrow, and shame 
to think that whtte men have been the means of’ in- 
troducing that dreadful enemy to the once happy 
homes of the poor indians. How strange it is that 
men will even now, make and sell it, knowing how 
great a scourge it is to their fellow creatures! 


“THE WATCHMAN. 


ELI BALLOU,. EDITOR. 
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SORROW AND JOY CONCERNING ZION. 
* Look upon Zion the city.of our solemnities.’’—Isa. 33 : 

The Jewish. temple and its-courts: on Mount Moriah, 
were called Zion, and this appellation is applied figura- 
tively to the church as the living temple of Jehovah. Ps. 
97: 8, and 102: 13. Zion or the New Jerusalem, in the 
New Testament, signifies the gospel dispensation, or the 
reign of Christ over.the world of mind. It is contrasted 
with the Mosaic economy, called ‘* the Mount that may 
be touched,’’—Heb. 12: 18, 19.. The Mediatorial reign 
of the Messiah, the ministration of righteousness, is 
called Mount Zion, the city of the living God, the heav- 
enly Jerusalem. Paul calls this ‘‘the church of the first- 
born,’’ in Heb. 12: 28. 

The meaning of this expression, ‘* the city of onr so- 
lemnities.’’ seems to be, that Zion was the city of their 
solemn religious rites, or, the place where their ceremo- 
nies of worship were performed. These were consider- 
ed as grave, serious, or solemn ceremonies, and are, 
therefore, denominated ‘ solemnities:’’ 

The Christian Zion, at the present time, properly sig- 
nifies the Kingdom of Christ, Christianity, or the chris- 
tian cause, now in eur world. The state-of the christian 
church, is now a subject of very grave, serious er selemn 
seflection. 

The mission of christianity. is yet far from being com- 
piete; hence, its pure and holy spirit, traths and princi- 
ples exist in connexion with much imperfection—much in 
man, that is in opposition to its nature and requirements, 
There is, indeed, much of the true, the good and the 
beautiful scattered everywhere in the field of mind, yet, 
there are many tares growing side by side. with the good 
aeed of the kingdom. Zion is-verily the city of our so- 





lemnity. We behold false and pernicious doctrines fill- 
ing the minds of thousands with blindness to their own 
good and that of others; diffusing the most degrading, 
torment-giving superstition and slavish, misery-produ- 
cing fears. We see bigotry and sectarism blighting some 
of the, otherwise, fairest portions of the moral heritage 
—Persecution, steady to her purpose, venting her malig- 
nity, hurling her calumnies, and blowing bellows-like the 
fires of discord and destruction. We see dissentions and 
strife, corroding the vitals of human happiness—pride 
and every kind of wickedness, tyranny and oppression 
preying upon mankind, and desolating the gardens of hu- 
man enjoyment. Deception prevails, cruelty rages, and 
slander more deadly than the poison-of the fabled Upas, 
is scathing and searing the tender and sensitive feelings 
of even spotless innocence itself. Corruption hath seiz- 
ed not only the hearts of non-professors, but even many 
of the spiritual guides have fallen low into infamy and 
moral degradation. Truly, may it be said, Zion in its 
present state, is ‘‘ the city of our solemaities!’’ Much, 
very much remains to be done for man! 

But, is there no hope for our race? no reason for re- 
joiciag in hope of the progress and eventual accomplish- 
ment of God’s reign of truth and righteousness ? 

With prophetic ken the evangelical prophet saw and 
wrote, ‘‘thine eyes shall see Jerusalem a quiet habita- 
tion, a tabernacle that shall not be taken down, not one 
of the stakes thereof shull'ever be removed, neither shall 
any of the cords thereof be broken.’’ Isa. 33: 20. Here, 
Jerusalem and a tabernacle composed of the simple ma- 
terials of stakes, cords and a cloth covering, are used as 
metaphors to represent the Kingdom of Christ, the ob- 
ject of which is the salvation of the world. This figure 
is similar to the great sheet which Peter saw in vision, 
and from which he learned that all nations were and are 
embraced in the gospel covenant of salvation. The 
stakes of this tabernacle mark the extent of Christ's 
authority, and they are set every way to ‘the uttermost 
parts of the earth.’ They embrace all the human kind, 
and the assurance is, that ‘not one of these stakes,’ 
which mark the extent of Christ’s dominion, ‘shall ever 
be removed.’ His dominion shall never be less exten- 
sive, and he shall continue his reconciling reign, until:all 
who were given to him shall bow submissive to. his law 
of love, and worship the Father in the beauty of holi- 
ness. 

The cords of. the literal tabernacle were attached. to 
the stakes thereof aad all passed to an elevated central 
point where they united together in one. In like man- 
ner, over all the extent of the heritage and dominion of 
Jesus, extend the strong cords of God’s unfailing Love, 
and the pavilion of his mercy is over all his works. They 
reach the stakes which define the bonndary of Christ’s 
dominion—they embrace ‘“ the heathen as his inheritance 
and the uttermost parts of the earth as his possession.’’ 
Ps. 2:8. They are over ail, and ascend up on high, 
until they unite in one grand central point, and bind‘all 
beings fast to the throne of Infinite Love. And, the as- 
surance is, that this ‘*tabernacle shall not be taken 
down,’’—that **not one of the stakes thereof shall ever 
be removed ’’—nor, ‘*shall any of the cords ”’ of infinite 
Love ever *‘ be broken.’’ On this sure foundation, we 
rest in hope of the final triumph of truth over ignorance 
anderror, wisdom over folly, mercy over cruelty, love 
over all hatred, and righteousness over all oppression and 
sin. 

From this joyful consideration, let all the laborers and 
co-workers in the gospel field take. courage, and perse- 
vere in the use of all proper means for the dissemination 
of divine Truth and the upbuilding of Righteousness and 
Peace in the world. 


THE MORNING STAR, AGAIN. 

It will be recollected by our readers, that in No. 1 of 
our present volume, we published an extract from an ed- 
itorial article ina then recent number of the Star, in 
which Mr. Alvord the writer, expressed his willingness 
and readiness to contrevert any proposition we might en- 
deavor to defend. We accepted his propesal, stated our 
proposition, and. proceeded to give it a brief, but as we 
judged, effectual support. We mailed the number of our 
paper to the Star Office, with our article specially mark- 
ed for their attention. We did not address it to Mr. Al- 
vord pérsonally, because we did not remember his P. O. 
address; but, supposed he would, of course, as a co-edi- 
tor of the Star, see an exchange paper containing an ar- 
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ticle claiming his particular attention. Since that time, 


we have not seen a word in the Star, on this subject.— 
What can the matter be? Has not Mr. Alvord or Alford 
[we know not which} seen our article? Is he sick? or 
what has occurred, that there should be such a death- 
like silence on his part?) We cannot tell. We think it 
cannot be possible, that, after such a ‘ flourish of trum. 
pets ’’—such a note of preparation—such valiant daring 
as to offer to meet us on ‘* ANY proposition,”’ we might 
choose—we say, we cannot think it possible, that the 
gentleman’s courage has ‘‘ oozed out at the ends of his 
fingers!’? What has become of the valiant champion of 
Partialism, Rey. Mr. Alvord? Whocaninformus? We 
shall look a little longer for a shot from him. It is said 
‘*Great wheels move slow ’’—perhaps, by the same rule, 
great guns shoot slow. At any rate, we shall look for a 
rouser when it comes: 

Br. H. Torrey, recently of North Adams, Mass., has 
received and accepted-an invitation to the pastoral charge 
of the First Universalist Church in Zanesville O. He has 
already commenced his labors there, and requests all 
communications intended for him directed accordingly. 





ORDINATIONS. 


On the 8th inst., Br. D. M. Knapen, formerly of this 
State, was ordained and installed at Southhold, Long Is- 
land, as pastor of the Universalist Society in that place. 
Sermons were preached during the meetings, by Brs. 
Thomas, Bunker, Sawyer, and Balch. The meeting is 
represented as having been a joyful and profitable season. 


May the Lord prosper Br. Knapen and the Society under 
his charge. 


On Sabbath evening, 18th inst., at Hingham, Mass., 
Br. J. H. Farnsworth was ordained as pastor of the Uni- 
versalist Society in that place. 


It is said in the last Trumpet, that the new Commenta- 
ry, by Rev. L. R. Paige, is now printed and in the hands 
of the binder. It will be out soon. 





5ccF> We are sorry that Mts. Spooner’s article did not 
precede the article which we copy from the Repository, . 
as she directed, but, Br. Wakefield had mislaid her arti- 
cle, and gone away, so that we did not see it until he 
came back this morning—the day of printing, when it ix 
too late to right the wiong- Her piece shall appear 
next week. 





Br. Hemphill, I'cannot answer your question, and for- 
this plain reason, I do not know how. I. might assume 
much wisdom, and answer categorically, yes, or no; but I 
suppose you will desire to know the whys and where- 
fures,.and these [ have not in my cranium; therefore, I: 
tell you candidly, Ido not know, what the spirit in man 
is. ; 





From the Banner we learu that the friends of our cause- 
in Camden, Me., are engaged in building a house of wor- 
ship in that place. The house will cost about $2000, 
and will be completed the coming fall, It is said, ** The 
cause of truth is doing well there.’’ 





CHARLOTTE, VT. 

It was our happiness to proclaim the word of truth: ia 
this pleasant and excellent farming town, a week ago 
last Sabbath. The Baptist Meeting House had been 
kindly given up for our use and was filled to overflowing, 
slips, aisles, gallery and all. It was like one of our as- 
sociations or conventions, and we were told,. that most 
of the members of the Baptist church were present and 
some of other denominations—many who never heard a 
preacher of our. order.. Apparently, the most devout, 
unprejudiced’ and candid attention was given by all to 
our message. May Heaven’s blessing attend them. 





UNITED-STATES CONVENTION. 


The General Convention of Universalists in the Uni- 
ted States will hold its next annual session, agreeably to 
adjournment, at Bautrmore, Md., on the 3d Wednes- 
day and following Thursday in September (18 and 19th.) 

The Standing Clerks of the several State Conventions 
in fellowship with this body, are respectfuly requested to 
forward (post paid) to the subscriber, at Danvers, Mass., 
previous to the 14th day of Sept., certified lists of the 
Delegates elected by their respective Conventions to rep-- 














* 


> 
WATCHMAN AND REPOSITORY 


; 6 








resent them at coming session of the United States Con- ‘fracture. The sailor then assaulted the seargent of 
vention, that a Rull of the same may be duly made, | the Marines who was compelled to cut him down, 
agreeably to the regulations of the Convention. | serving the thumb of the mutineer from the hand by 

At the last session of the Convention, Rev. John Boy- the blow. Mr. Bohrer, the wounded young officer, 
den, jr., of Rhode-Island, was appointed to preach the) has been removed to the Naval Hospital on the 


ne en Re cP 
She hath finished her labors on the earth and gone 
home to her rest. 


In Williston, on the 18th inst., Cynthia, wife of Josiah 


Thompson Jr., aged 40. 


She lived a good life, suffered and bore with patience 


next Occasional Sermon, with power to appoint a substi- Shuylkill. He is not considered mortally hurt, though | severe and protracted sickness, and finally departed in 


cute. ; | the inj rove fatal.—Philadelphia Gazette. 
Rev. T. J. Sawyer, of New York, was appointed ‘a| the injury may pro P 


committee to draft a plan of organization for the Univer- | 
salist denomination, and to report at the next session of} Provewr i Cusa—.Capt. ‘Townsend, of the schoo- 
the convention.’ ner R. Tomlinson, arrived in New York in eleven 





; | 
Revs. A. Peck, T. Whittemore, and O.A. Skinner, days from Sagua La Grande, states that the drought 


were appointed a committee ‘ia relation to the establish- | .+;}) continued when he left, and that most of the 
ment of ribs te paper, to report at the next! 1, crop was destroyed. Some of the planters had 
ne ee F o cut the cane, so extensively had it 
3, Wy feet, Semen Cort. oeaen Fer sive months there not been a rain 
HJ The Council will meet in the Session Room of gufficient to wet the ground thoroughly. 
the Universalist Church, corner of Calvert and Pleasant | ATE ee 
streets. | $nocxinc Casz.—The Baltimore papers of Monday 
When the brethren arrive in the city, they are desired contain the particulars of a most distressing case of 


death by violence. 
to call be thn’ Gieve of Be. Biowsnw C. Mason, He. } = ad married sister, was receiving the attentions 
98 Pratt street, (three doors east of South street,) and a ‘of a young man very obnoxious to her sister and 
committee will be in attendance there, to direct to pla- | brother-in-law. 
ces of entertainment. ning, her lover and her sister’s husband had a slight 


| scuffle in the hall, and the young lady left the house, 


| peace to her eternal rest. 





Tt seems that a young lady, living | 


Returning with him home one eve- | 


The -blessing of Heaven be 
upon her lone husband, and his four small, motherless 


| children.—Ep. 


In L’Orignal, Canada West, July 24, Mary A., wife of 
John W. Marstin, and daughter of Gen. Jacob Davis, 
of Milton Vt., aged 35. 


In Piermont, N. H., Aug. 5, while ona visit to her 
daughter, Mrs. Ruth Lull, in the 82nd year of her age, 


formerly of Hartford, Vt. Her sickness was short but 


| painful in the extreme, during which she was wonderful- 


ly sustained by a clearand unshaken confidence in the 


| goodness of her heavenly father. For many years she 


| has enjoyed a belief in the beautiful doctrine of the ulti- 
mate holiness and happiness of all mankind. 

The recollection of her devotion, her love of the sa- 
| ered scriptures, and her strictly christian life will ever be 
a hallowed remembrance in the hearts of her relatives 
| and friends, 

She was born in Newport, R.I., at the age of seven 
| years accompanied her parents to Hartland, Vt., who 
| were among the earliest settlers of that town; conse- 


Cheshire Co Association. 


This body will hold its next session at PAPER- 
MILL VILLAGE, ALSTEAD N. HH. on Wednes- 
day and Thursday, the 11th and 12th of September next. 
On account of two military parades inthe County, on 
the days to which this Association was adjourned, 
it has been thought best by the brethren.in the vicinity 
to make the alteration as above. Brethren from abroad 
can call on Br. Barber, or Col. E. Glover who will direct 
them to places of entertainment. 

L. J. FLETCHER, Standing Clerk. 

Swanzey, Jug. 18. 1844. 














News Ite ms. 


|and staid all night with a neighbor. The next mor- quently her youthful days were uncheered by the light of 
| ning she returned to the house by the back way to| the ‘* common school’? which are now so frequent in 
| get her smoothing irons and some coal, which she | our blessed land, but possessing talents of a high order, 
| had been using, and found her sister who immediately | united to a love of reading, and thirst for knowledge, sbe 
‘commenced an nitercation and told her she should not | attained a degree of scholarship which many ladies after 
, have any of the coal. The other replied that she had | — years at our boarding schools, might ” proud 
| bought a part of it and would take it; and was stoop- | '° Possess. a. om. 

ing down to get it from the bar, when her sister seized | _[ Brighton, Aug, 7th, Mr. Jonathan Colvin, aged 77 
the shovel and struck her twice on the head. She | years. Father Colvin lived to a good old age, and what 
immediately fell and was taken insensible into the | & better, he lived in the practice and enjoyment of the 


{ ‘ , / | Gospel of Christ. He emigrated to this State many years 
neighbor’s house where she had passed the night—the ago from Vermont. There he leamed end fret aid 


lady hearing the noise and runing in to see what was | the doctrine of Universalism, under tae labors of Father 
the matter. This was about to weeks ago; and the | Ballou, with whom he became intimately acquainted in 
poor girl after lingering in great distress, died on | the early part of nis ministry. This supported him in 
Thursday night of last week. The names of the | seasons of deep affliction when he was calledto part with 
parties, in this lamentable transaction are withheld. his companion, over twenty years ago, and the death of 
| several children since that period. He has now gone to 


| 
| 
| 





Horrible Inmate. A gentleman in this city hada 


meet them in w purer world, where the blight of age 


letter from his brother, dated Isle Royal, in Lake Su- 
perior detailing the following story : A man and his 








Suicipr.—We understand that a Mr. Nash, in the 


never impairs the health of citizeas, nor the happiness of 
| the meeting terminates in a renewed separation. Fu- 
neral services were attended at his late residence on the 








east part of this town, put a period to his existence 
on the 26th inst., by cutting open his stomach and 
bowels with a knife. He has been insane for some 
time past, and has made several attempts to kill him- 
self before. We think he ought to have been sent 
to Brattleboro, some time ago. 





DISTRESSING CASUALTY. 


On Friday, the 8th inst., three boys, in Hartford 
Conn., from one house, viz: Alfred Seymore, aged 
11 years, son of Mr. Squire Rogers,—Thomas Jef- 
ferson, aged 10, and Frederick Samuel, aged 9 years, 
sons of Mr Thomas S. Paker, of this city, went in 
company into the Connecticut River, to bath, and 
were all three drowned! Where they first went in, 
the water was shallow, but became deeper as they 
waded in, wheré, unknown to them, there was a per- 
pendicular offset of some eight feet.—The youngest of 
the three, went off first ; when it was seen that he was 
in trouble, his brother rushed forwsrd to his rescue, 
unconscious of danger, and shared the fate of him 
whom he thought to save!—then the oldest of the 
three sprang in to rescue them, and also perished! 





Sometnine WonperrvtL. 
Boston, received a paralytic shock a fortnight since, 
Her left arm and leg—indeed the whole of her left 
side was so completely paralized as to be devoid of 
all sensation. In this condition she was carried to 


‘the office of J. B. Dods, at the coner of Court and 


Sudbury-streets. He applied his magnetic apparatus 
to the palsied side, and in three minutes she was re- 


stored, so that she walked home a distance of one | 


and a half mile. He rstored also the father of Dr. 
G. C. Hayden, in nine sittings, of ten minutes each. 
The old gentleman was 72 years of age. These 
things are truly wonderful. 





Seriovs Occurrence on poarD THE Potomac.— 
An occurance took place on board the U. S. frigate 
Potomack, lying at ber anchorag off the Navy Yard, 


yesterday afternoon, which itis feard may cost a} Jacob Currier, former] 


gallant young officer his life. One of the seamen, 
who had been allowed libeity, came on board in a 
state of intoxication, and, as is usual, was placed 
under the sentries. 
streperous and abusive and insolent to the Sergeant, 


one of the young officers, Midshipman, Bohrer, was | 
ave the man cofined in the ‘brig.’ The} 


directed to 
Midshipman in the execution of the order was struck 


by the mutinous sailor and eres berkwerds, his 


bead coming in contact with a gun 


wife a half breed, were lefton the Island last fall by | following day, by the writer, and a very attentive and 
the locators of copy-rights or leases to keep good their | sympathyzing collection of his neighbois and friends. c. 


The Isle Royal is about twenty miles 
from the British or northern shore. Itis about forty | 
miles long and but few in width. This man and wo- | 
man were the only inhabitants of this soiitary Island | 
during the severities of winter. On the fith of March | 
the man died. The writer of the letter arrived there | 
on the 27th of April, in aw open boot from Isle Pointe. | 
They found the woman still in tha cabin where the | 
two had lived, and the corpse of the man still in the | 


Possession. i 


H. 
| eS AT TNS 


Fire! Fire!! 


mpue members of the VERMONT MUTUAL 
FIRE INSURANCE COMPANY are hereby 
notified that the following assessments have been 
made by the directors, on all notes in force on the fol- 





——_ 





Mrs. Richardson of} the 2d Sabbath in September. 


bed where he died! The purity and ccld of the at- | ~~ = o. 1808 1-2 of one per cent 
mosphere had preserved his body from decay and the September 1, 1843, 1-4 of one per om 


lonely woman had been unable or unwilling to re- 2 

ein Nearly two munths had she lived and slept eee p eos aa - “an ~ oo. 
in the same cabain with her husband, when the party | December 29) 1843, 1-4 of one a cent. 
arrived and buried him. The forms of a Christain bu- | February 12, 1844, 1-4 of one a cent, 
rial were observed, although but one of the party un- February 26, 1844. 1-4 of one P pero 
detstood the English language. : ‘ ae , 








April 9, 1844, 1-4 of one per cent, 

— 29, 1844, 1-4 . one per cent. 

a une 14, 1844, 1-4 of one per cent, 
Appointments. July 2, 1844, 1-4 of one per cent. 








aqeewenen | Making 3 t-2 per cent for the year. Said per centage 
The Editor appoints to preach in Williston, next Sab- | to be cast on the original amount of pronouns oon. 
bath. ee reference to any endorsement, and to be paid 

The Editor appoints to preach at East Montpelier, | — ‘Téth day a a 00m, Seana apes 
| the annual meeting of said Company. A list of per- 
The Editor appoints to preach in Duxbury the 4th Sab- | sons insured in bis town, with the amount of assess- 


Becoming boisterous and ob- 


bath in September. 


Br. V. G. Wheelock appoints to preach in Concord Vt. 
the 3d Sabbath in September. | 
Br. Warren and Frost will exchange services the lat | 
Sabbath in September. The former will preaeh at Will- | 
iamstown the latter at Calais, ' | 


Br. J. Gregory will preach in this village the third Sab- 
bath in September. 











MARRIAGES. 


In Springfield, Vt., Aug. 5, by Rev. G. W. Bailey, Mr. 
a Lieutenant in the United States 
| Army, and now one of the editors of the Boston Daily 
| Bee, ta Miss Emily W. Johnson, of S. 


Also, in Hartland, Aug, 19, by the same, Mr. Laurel 
Gillingham, to Miss Nancy Brown, both of Woodstock. 


SISA ET ETT TT I TEES IS TCSP 


DEATHS. 
{n Waterbury, July 26, Rebecca, wife of Joel Kilburn, 


- 

















receiving a, ged 55, 


ment due from each, will be transmitted to the Rep- 
resentative elect to the Legislature, wlio it is hoped 
will feel an interest in having ali from whom assess- 
ments are due send in by him to pay the same; and it 
is desired and expected that every member of the 
Company will improve this opportunity to send, as it 
affords a cheap, safe and vonvenient mode by which 
he can transmit his money. Members should recol- 
leet, that if they neglect to send by the Represents- 
tive, it may and frequently does cost them more to 
send the money for their assessment, by other means, 
than the assessment amounts to. Let no member of 
the Company, therefure, neglect to forward the 
amount due for insurance by the Representative. 
The credit of the Company must be sustained; and 
the only way this can be done effectually, is by haviag 
each member pay his assessment promptly. 

The resolution of the Directors, passed in confor- 
mity with the 8th section of the act of incorporation, 
in relation to the collection of oseesemente, Mua be 
remembered, 

There have been allowed, the past year, one hua- 
dred and one losses, amounting to $21,782.23. 

J. T. THURSTON, Treasurer. 





Insurance Orrfics, Montpelier, 
' August 13, 1844, 








WATCHMAN AND REPOSITORY. 








POETRY. 


My Creed. 


BY REV. A. C. THOMAS, 


Pastor of the Universalist Society, in Brooklyn N. Y. 
In God, asthe FatHer or Aun, I believe 
And while to His records in nature I cleave, 
More luminous still is the love I behold 
Revealed in the blessings the Scriptures unfold: 





To Christ, asthe Savior oF Aut, F accord 
The reverence due to Redeemer and Lord— 
And, highly exalted, I honor Him most, 
The ‘glory of God’ in the heavenly host. 


The Spirit Divine, with its quickening light, 
To me is an essence of holy delight— 

For, always ascendant, in age asin youth, 
The Comforter still is the Spirit or TRUTH: 


I joyously look for the era sublime, 

When acu of each nation, and kindred and clime 
Shall dwell in the courts of the Father above, 
Subdued to the Son by the Spirit or Love. 


What is it? 


BY REV. A. C. THOMAS. 


Unveiled in the light, all her graces appear, 

Nor unto the’sight can be shown her compeer. 

In love she had birth, ere the angels of bliss 
Viewed chaos yield earth from its gloomy abyss. 
Eternity’s ray, when it dawned-upon time, 
Reveals a display of her beauties sublime. 

Sin tainted our racé, but still she stood by, 

And spoke ofthe grace of our Father on high. 
Love gratitude, law, with a magic divine, 

In unison draw to her hallowing shrine. 

She breaths on the tomb, and her heavenly breath 
Makes Paradise bloom in the shadow of death! 
—_____] 








MISCELLANY. 


-_——— 


The Young Bride. 


Observe that slow and solemn tread, when the 
young bride takes her weded one by the arm, and 
with downcast looks and a heavy heart, turns her 
face from “sweet home,”’ and all its associations, 
which have for years been growing, and brightening, 
and entwining so closely around the purest and ten- 
derest feelings of the heart. How reluctant that 
step, as she moves towards the carriage ; how elo- 
— those tears, which rush unbidden from their 

ountain ! 

She has just bid adieu to her Aome! she has given 
the parting hand—the parting kiss!) With deep and 
struggling emotions she has pronounced the farewell! 
and oh, how fond, and yet mournful a spell this 
word breathes! and, perhaps, ‘tis the dast farewell to 
father, mother, brother, sister! 

Childhood and youth, the sweet morning of life, 
with its “charm of earliest birds,” and earliest asso- 
ciations, have now passed. Now commences a new 
—a momentous period of existenc! Of this she is 
well aware. She reads in living characters—uncer- 
tainty, assuming that where all was peace—where 
all was happiness—where home, sweet home, was 
all in all unto her. But these ties, these associations, 
these endearments, she has yielded, one by one, and 
now she has broken them all asunder! She has 
turned her face from them all, and witness how she 
clings to the arm of him, for whom all these have 
heen exchanged! 

See how she moves on; the world is before her, 
and a history is to be written, whose pages are to 
be filled up with life’s loveliest pencilings, or per- 
haps, with incidents of eventful interest—of startling, 
fearful record! Who can throw aside the veil even 
of “threescore: years and ten,” for her,.and record 
the happy and sun bright incidents that shall arise 
in succession, to make joyous and full her cup of 
life ; that shall throw around these embellishments 
of.the mindtand heart, that which crowns the do- 
mestic circle with beauty and loveliness ; that which 
sweetens social‘intercourse,. and softens, improves, 
and-elevates the condition of soeiety? Or who, with 
firm and unwavering hand, can register the hours 
and days of affectionate and silent weeping—of mid- 
night watching? Who can re the blighted hopes 
—the instances of unrequited love—the loneliness 














ing cares of the mind, when neglected and forgotten, | poetry, politics, are the general topics of conyversa- 
as it were, by him who is dearer to her than life— tion ; and, though it may not be expected that every 
when all around is drear and desolate, when the! one should speak like a professor on each of them, it is 
garnered stores are wasted, and the walls dried up, | required that none who move in a sphere above the 
and the flickering blaze upon the hearth wanes, and | vulgar, shall appear entirely ignorant of such topics 
goes out! and leaves her in solitude, in silence, and! ina general manner. 
in tears'—But her affections wane not, slumber not, | sella 
die not! ; |} Don’r Make RASH Promises.—-The slumbers of 
Che brilliant skies may shed down all their glad- | an frsh gentleman being disturbed by tite call of an- 
dening beauties ; nature array herself in gay flowers, other gentleman who had come to administer a horse- 
bright hopes—and friends, kind friends, may greet whipping, he asked him whether he meunt to be so 
with laughing countenances, and glad hearts ; but anmanly as to flog him while in bed. 
all avails nought. One. kind look—one soft and | Certainly not,” was the visitor’s reply. 
affectionate accent, the unequivocal evidence of re-| “ Well, then,” rejoined the other, quietiy rolling 
maining love ; one smile like that which wooed and himself up very snugly in the bed clothes, “you may 
won that heart enkindle brighter ane deeper and | waitas long you olen, but hang me if (ll get up 
lovelier emotions at its fountain, than heaven, with | while youtre im the house.” 
all its splendor, and earth, with beauties, and gay | 
associations. 

f young man, ever be to thy thy bride, then,! Swrewn.—As the late Professor Hamilton was 
what thow seemest now to be: disappoint her not!) one day walking near Aberdeen, he met a well known 
What has she not given up for thee? What sweet) individual of weak intellect. “Pray,” said the Pro- 
ties that bound heart to heart, and hand to hand, | fessor, accosting him, “how long can a person live 
and life to life, has she not broken oft for thee?| without brains? “I dinna ken,” replied Jemmy, 











and.sorrow of the confiding heart—the deep corrod-- 


Prove thyself worthy of all she has sacrificed. Let 
it ever be her pleasure, as now, to cling with con- 
fiding joy and love to that arm. Let it be her stay, 
her support and it shall be well repaid. Hers is an 
enduring—an undying love! Prosperity will strength- 
en it—adversity will brighten invigorate it, and give 
to it additional lustre and loveliness! Should the 
hand of disease fall upon thee, then wilt thou 
behold woman‘s love—woman’s devotion! for thou 
wilt never witness her spirits wax faint and droop- 
ing at thy eouch" When thine own are failing, she 
will cling to thee like a sweet vine and diffuse around 
thy pillow those sweet influences.and attractions that 
shall touch the master pu and nobler passions 
of thy nature—that shall give new impulse to life! 
Her kind voice will be like music to thy failing heart 
—like oil to thy wounds! Yea! she will raise thee, 
restore thee, and make thee happy, if any thing less 
than an angel’s arm can do it? 


‘¢ Respectability.”’ 


What a wondeful thing respectability is. 
gem. Wesee its value more and more developed 
every day we live. Jt excuses, in those who have 
the distinction to possess it, all sorts of pranks and 
capers, and justifies any little intrusion upon social 
order, and even law, thev see proper to commit. 

Not so much with common folks. There is a deal 
of difference between respectable people and common 
people. Ifthe latter do not toe the mark they are 
made to do it—there is law for it. 

It is best to be born respectable. Butif you cannot 
fix it to come into the world with a respectable ped- 


igree, just follow some respectable man about as | 


though you were his tail—think as he thinks, do as 
he does, do any thing he wishes you to do, no matter 
whether it be a violation of law or good manners, 
and ten to one you come off scot free. Respectability 
is an available and easy substitute for Conscience, 
Honesty and Religion! 

“Wealth,” and ‘respectable connexions” have 
saved the hide of many a thief and the neck of many 
a murdered. This power loses none of its potency 
to save as society grows older! Look at Rascality 
through the veil of Respectability, and you will per- 
ceive its deformed proportions and foul colors mar- 
vellously altered. Letthe Sheriff make a mistake 
and nab a person’of respectability for any outrage 
upon the laws of his country and the rights of his 
fellow creatures, every body at once perceives that 
it would be a disgrace upon his uncle, the great So- 
and-so, and his ceusin, the respectable squire Such- 
a-one, to punish him! 

If the respectability fail in its pleadings for the 


culprit, that mighty “power behind the throne,’ | 


Cash, will bwy him mercy, and pardon, and the right 
hand of. fellowship in respectable society. 

Judge, Jury, Lawyers, Preachers,. and for a time, 
in too many instances, that blind and patient ass, the 
public, all complacently join in excusing the crime 
of the respectable. And the most courageous express. 
that equivocal disapprobation which. encourages a 
repetition of the offence. 

Respectable violators of the law! Respectable 
disturbers of the public peace!’ Respectable invaders 
of the most sacred rights of one’s neighbor! And in 
communities. where republican doetrines and relig- 
ious sentiments prevail! 


Respectability used to be conféred by a quiet,_| 


straight forward, courageous walk and cheeful eom- 
plianee with the laws ofthe country. But this is an 
age of improvement. 





Reapine.—Miscellaneous reading is a necessary 
qualification to a man who is in the habit of frequent- 
ing places of public resort.. History, philosophy, 


It is a! 


'scratchin 


| 


| Somebody, who writes moye truthfully than poeti- 
| eally, says—** An angel without money is not thought 
half so much of now-a-days, as-a devil: with.a bag 
1 of guineas.” 


g his head ; how old are ye yourself?” 





| Marriace.—There are few events: in our short 
passage through life that are more contemplated by 
persons of both sexes, or anticipated: with greater 
eagerness or which produce more bitter er sweeter 
|results,than marriage. 








| Satisractory.—‘‘Did you strike me in earnest or 

only in fun ?” asked one fellow of another who struck 
|him for the purpose of getting him into a quarrel 
“Tn earnest,.sir” ““Well,.it is lucky for you that you 
‘did it in earnest, for 1 don’t like to have fun poked 
| at me quite so hard.” 


Custom.—It is as. unfair to censure uneducated 
women, or what is worse, women condemned to a 
wrong education, for the weakness of their under- 
standings, as it would beto blame the Chinese women 
for little feet ; for neither is owing to the imperfection 
of nature, but to the constraint of custom. 


{ 





_ Nothing will ever be attempted, if all possible ob- 
jections must first be overcome. 











Select School. 


Wakefield, will commence a. Select 
| \%e School at NORTH MONTPELIER, Sept 
9th, to continue eleven weeks. Instruction will. be 
given in common English Branches, Natural Seiences- 
| Mathematics, and the Freach Lauguage. 
Tuition. 


Common English Branches - - - + 3,060 
Higher Branches - - - - - + = + 3,00 
French Language - - - + - - = 4,00 
August 14, 5.: wf. 





' 


| Universalist Books ai Boston prices 


Just received and for sale, at this office, a new lot, elegantly 
bound, which will be sold cheap for cash, viz. 

Ballou on the Atonement, Life of Murray, Austin on the 
| Attributes of God, a new and valuable work ; Ballou on the 
| Parables, Balluu’s Select Sermons, Ballow’s Lectures. 


ALSO, 
| A few Juvenile Books, proper for Sabbath School Libraries. 
| 





The Universalist Watchman and 
CHRISTIAN REPOSITORY. 


PUBLISHED EVERY SATURDAY MORNING. 
At the Corner of Main and Barre Streets, 


BY ELI BALLOU. 


TERMS.—To mail’ and office subscribers, $1,50 per 
annum, payable in advance, or within three months invg- 
riably. No subscriptions received far less than one year 
except the money be paid’on subscribing. 

No paper discontinued until all arrearages- are paid: 
except at the discretion of the publisher. 

All communications concerning the paper must 
be addressed: to the Editor at Montpelier, Vt.—and thoso 
forwarded by mail must be post paid. 

}tAny person sending us six new subscribers and 
$9 shall receive seven copies. 

Those who receive their papers by stage orcarrier will 
be expected to pay for transportation. 


C.. W. FARNHAM, Paunrsr:. 

















